Russia's Political Situation, 1905-1906  29
to return to Copenhagen, I was struct by the pessimism
of his remarks. " The Manifesto of the 30th October,"
he said, " has prevented an immediate catastrophe, but
it has brought no radical remedy to a situation which
is still fraught with peril. All I can hope is that I may
get along, without too much jostling, until the opening
of the Douma ; but even that is only a hope and far
from being a certainty. A new revolutionary explo-
sion is always possible/* A like pessimism on the part
of so energetic a man could not but surprise me; it
was only explainable by the profound disappointment
that he had experienced in the immediate results of the
Manifesto, and, above all, the defection of the moderate
liberal party, which he had not foreseen and to which
he alluded with the greatest bitterness.
The part that I had taken in the pourparlers with the
moderate liberals made it quite natural that I should
be the most probable choice for the post of Minister of
Foreign Affairs in a cabinet that might be formed with
their co-operation. The Emperor, who, at the time,
appeared to be sincerely receptive to the idea of such
a cabinet, looked with favour upon my candidature.
When he received me in final audience he told me that
Count Lamsdorff, a typical functionary of the old
regime, who could not and would not accommodate
himself to the new order of things, would retire before
the opening of the Douma, and that he had me in view
as Count LamsdorfFs successor.
After returning to Copenhagen, I maintained a close
watch upon the progress of events in Russia, and I was
more and more convinced that matters were drawing
to a crisis. Count Witte was facing formidable diffi-
culties and it was no secret that the Emperor, while
recognizing his extraordinary capacities as a statesman,